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The Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy Greenway, the land recovered after 
demolition of the elevated Central Artery, is beginning to take shape. The 
Conservancy was founded in 2004 to manage the 8.5 acres of park and is governed 
by a 10-member Board of Directors. Below is a parcel-by-parcel update: 


@ Bulfinch Triangle— The MBTA has selected developers for the parcels it 
owns. MassPike has delayed its decision. There are some interrelationships 
in the development of the two sets of parcels. 

= Proposed YMCA (North End parcel 6)—The original YMCA proposal for 
the five-ramp parcel was withdrawn after estimated costs escalated from $42 
million to $70 million. Now there is interest in the State House, particularly 
from Speaker Sal DiMasi, in helping the YMCA make a new, scaled-down 
proposal (from 150,600 s.f. to 70, 000 s.f., five floors to three) with some 
form of state financial assistance. 

@ North End parks (parcels 8 and 10)—The two parcels divided by Hanover 
Street, with a total of 2.8 acres, are under construction by McCourt Construc- 
tion Co. Estimated completion: spring 2007. 

= The Boston Museum Project is the designated developer for North End 
parcel 12. The latest proposal is 22 percent smaller at 125,000 s.f. of museum 
space and the highest point is now 106 feet (comparable to the adjoining 
Mercantile Building). The estimated building cost is $90 million. Start date 
dependent on fundraising. Architect: Moshe Safdie. 


@ An Armenian Memorial Park is proposed by the state legislature and 
MassPike for North End parcel 13. Unlike other parcels, no public process 
or community meetings have taken place and no plans shown publicly. The 
Armenian community has raised much of the $5 million needed. 

@ Wharf District parks (parcels 14-17), total 4.5 acres. A construction 
contract has been awarded to Jay Cashman Co. despite all of the final design 
features not being decided. Tentative completion: end of 2007. 


mw The New Center for the Arts and Culture was designated to develop ramp 
parcel 18 (between Rowes Wharf and International Place). The 67,200-s.f. 
building will rise between 70—90 feet and is estimated at about $40 million. 
Almost one-half of the funds has been pledged. Tentative completion: 2009. 


@ Downtown parcels 19, 21,22—-Temporary uses are proposed, such as horticul- 
tural exhibits, outdoor theater, greenhouse educational center and farmers 
market, since Massachusetts Horticultural Society's proposed "Garden Under 
Glass" and "Darwin Project" failed to raise the necessary funding. A foundation 
has recently granted $250,000 to help develop ideas for the temporary uses. 


@ Dewey Square is under construction, funded by private contributors with 
minimal public input or publicity about the final design by Machado and Silvetti. 


@ Chinatown Park (parcel 23d)—Contractor R.T. Rich has been selected to 
build the 1.5-acre park. Tentative completion: 2007. 


w South Cove (aka South Bay)—Only one developer—South Bay Partners 
LLC—responded to the MassPike Request for Proposals (RFP) for the area 
near Kneeland Street with the potential for up to 5 million s.f. of office, housing 
and retail and building heights up to 600 feet. The RFP was issued before a master 
plan was prepared, and the BRA is now asking that no development proposals 
be approved before a master plan is undertaken by the City. 


@ Parking on the Greenway—The Boston Transportation Department (BTD) 
has issued a draft curbside parking plan for the Greenway. It designates curb 
space for automobiles, tour buses, tourist trolleys, cabs, loading zones, etc. 
Call Vineet Gupta, BTD Planning, at 617-635-2756. 














MBTA Accessibility Progress: 
Copley Elevator/Headhouse Update — 
While the MBTA General Manager says 
he’s committed to improving reliability of 
MBTA elevators and escalators, the 
MBTA’s design and construction group 
working onaccessibility is having its ups and 
downs with the elevator headhouse and ac- 
cessibility improvements initiated over a 
decade ago at Arlington and Copley stations. 
The lawsuit against the proposed Arlington 
elevator has been removed, clearing the way 
for construction of the elevator adjacent to 
the Arlington Street Church, but legal issues 
continue to hold up progress on the Copley 
elevator. 

A proposed emergency egress headhouse 
on Boylston Street outbound has been re- 
duced to a surface hatch on the sidewalk. 
Final designs for the elevator and egress at 
the Boston Public Library (BPL) (inbound) 
and the outbound elevator at the New Old 
South Church are still being discussed. 

In addition, WALL, Inc., who with the 
City, is responsible for the toilet at the BPL 
and the new Copley Square bus shelters, 
postponed the Back Bay Architectural Com- 
mission (BBAC) hearing on its proposal for 
more newsstands, kiosks, advertising stan- 
chions and toilets in historic Copley Square 
in order to “coordinate with the MBTA.” 


Menino Wins 4th Term! 

The Boston Informer offers the follow- 

ing suggestions for the Mayor needing to 

shake things up: 

* Acting School for all Acting staff (BTD, 
etc.). Recommend group rate with MBTA 
Acting staff (see below) 





















People Movers 


Christopher Gordon, from director of capital programs at Massport to chief operating 
officer of the Allston Development Organization at Harvard University. 

Thomas Herrera-Mishler to executive director, Massachusetts Horticultural Society. 

Mary Connaughton has been appointed to the MassPike Board of Directors. 

Andrea D’Amato, former commissioner of the Boston Transportation Department has 
joined HNTB Corporation. 

Astrid Glynn, from Executive Office of Transportation to Office of Commonwealth 
Development. 

Jean McCluskey, from Parsons Brinckerhoff Quade and Douglas to The Washington 
Group. 

Nick Haney, Keith Craig and Rebecca Lee have left the Boston Redevelopment 
Authority (BRA) 

Thomas O’Brien, former BRA director, left Tishman Speyer Properties LP of New York 
and is now executive vice-president, Suffolk Construction Co. 

Steve Boudreau, from Vollmer Associates to Vannase and Associates. 

Hyun-A Park, from Cambridge Systematics to Spy Pond Associates. 





































* Commission WALL to create combina- 
tion bus/homeless shelters 













* Follow Gov. Romney’s lead and launch a 
“Fix It First” campaign 










* Create new position of Acting Commis- 
sioner of Wayfinding to give visitors a 
sporting chance of finding their way 
around 

















Create new position of Acting Chief Plan- 
ner reporting directly to the Mayor to try 
to bring the BRA under control 
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Install railroad crossing gates at all traf- 
fic signals to prevent cars from running 
red lights and pedestrians from jaywalking 
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Somerville 





¥ Suffolk University to Develop 20 
Somerset St. — Suffolk University, work- 
ing with Weston Associates, developer des- 
ignated by the Division of Capital Asset 
Management, will be transforming the former 
Metropolitan District Commission building 
at 20 Somerset St. into student housing and 
activity center. The proposed 31-story dor- 
mitory would be a block from Suffolk’s 
newest dormitory at 10 Somerset St., the 
Nathan R. Miller Residence Hall, recently 
dedicated to Miller, a Boston businessman 
who grew up on Beacon Hill. The public 
plaza at the corner of Ashburton Place and 
Somerset Street will also be redesigned as 
part of the Suffolk development. 

The 20 Somerset St. building, a dump by 
most standards, is eligible for Boston Land- 
mark status through the Boston Landmarks 
Commission. 
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Changes at the MBTA... 
New GM Starts Building Loyalty. 


Anne Herzenberg, chief operating officer, was fired. 

Richard Leary, from director of bus operations to acting chief operating officer. 

Kevin McGuire, from bus operations division chief to acting deputy chief 
operating officer 

| Cheryl Hinton, from assistant director of bus operations to acting director of 
bus operations. 

Dennis DiZoglio, from assistant general manager for planning and real estate 
to deputy general manager for planning and development. 

Joseph Kelly, from assistant general manager for automated fare collection to 
deputy general manager for systemwide modernization. 

Maeve Bartlett, from Executive Office of Transportation (EOT) director of rail 
to MBTA assistant general manager for environmental compliance. 

Jeffrey Parker, resigned as head of subway operations. 

Kris Erikson, from EOT to deputy chief of staff for the MBTA. 

Jerry Kelley is now the first deputy general counsel for the MBTA. 

Jamie Tessier, from deputy chief counsel at EOT to deputy general counsel 
at the MBTA. 

James Foulke, from chief of the Silver Line to acting division chief / 





































From Mayor Menino. 
Honest. 

@ “Gee, willikers, | mean, there’s plenty 

of waterfront access.” 

















w “What developer hasn’t got his devel- 
opment done?” 








To developer: “Aw, fellas, go see the 
BRA and leave me alone.” 

On Spectacle Island: “It’s sitting out 
there. It’s been a total disaster.” 

@ On his fourth term: “I’m full of ideas.” 
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“We've been so good to them [current 






transportation. 
: ; Boston Red Sox management, but even 
Anna Barry, from director of commuter rail to acting director of subway 
operations. better to the previous owners! ].’ 











Jeffrey Gonnville, from deputy chief mechanical officer (buses) to acting 
deputy director of bus operations and engineering. 

John (Jody) Ray, from assistant director of commuter rail to acting director of 
commuter rail. 
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Check-in of New Boston Hotels Under Construction 


Coming out of what has been a tough time for the 
hotel industry in Boston and elsewhere, hotel con- 
struction is up in Boston. A sampling: 
¢ Intercontinental Hotel at 500 Atlantic Ave. The 

$300 million, 424-room hotel and condominiums is 

being built to wrap around a Central Artery / 

Tunnel vent building on the site. Completion: Late 

spring 2006. 

* The O’Callaghan Hotel Boston at Washington 
Mall and State Street in the renovated Ames Build- 
ing will have 130 rooms. Set for completion in 
March 2006. 


* Charles Street Jail Hotel at Cambridge Street/ 
Charles Street adjacent to Massachusetts General 
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* Regent Hotel at Battery Wharf in the North End 
on Commercial Street will have 150 rooms plus 103 
condominiums. Completion: 2007. 
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Mandarin Oriental Boston on Boylston Street 
within the Prudential Center complex. The $200 
million project will have 168 hotel rooms, 40 con- 
dominiums and 48 rental apartments. Comple- 
tion: 2007. 


Westin Boston Waterfront Hotel at Summer and 
D streets is directly connected to the new South 
Boston Convention and Exhibition Center. The 
$200 million, 790-room hotel is scheduled to open 
in July 2006. 
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Sak , “< 3  * Renaissance Boston Waterfront Hotel at 606 Con- 
Hospital. The $100 Lees phar sae 1S ; . — a 8 gress St. near D Street. The $145 million Marriott 
major renovation of the o arles Street Jail. pa" oc a eee Me hotel proje\ ict will have 471 rooms and is expected 
Completion: 2007. | 83 to open fall 2007. 


Renaissance Boston Waterfront Hotel 
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Welcome to The Boston Informer 


The goal is simple: provide concise public information on 
construction projects, planning initiatives, and whatever 
else affects living and working in Boston. Welcome to 
The Boston Informer! 


The Boston Informer is published by ATC Information, Inc., six 
times yearly in Boston, Massachusetts. President: Anthony Casendino; 
vice-presidents, Anne McKinnon, Chris Fincham. 

The Boston Informer is available by mail only. $25.00 per year 
(cheap!). Questions? Telephone (617) 723-7030, fax (617) 437-1886 or 


e-mail: BostonInformer@cs.com. Check us out on the web at 
www.bostoninformer.com! 





Not a moment too soon: BRA Seeks Consultant to 
Design ‘Walk of Fame’ as Part of Theatre District 
Improvement Project... 
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"Boston has always produced the best 
in their fields." 


=Boston INFORMER 


A publication of ATC Information, Inc. 


PO Box 51473 - Boston, MA 02205-1473 





You Were Asking 


. I hear the Artery Business Committee (ABC) is 


looking for a new mission now that the Central 
Artery project is winding down. Does The Boston 
Informer have any suggestions? , 
It could broaden its mission and become Any Busi- 
ness Committee. (Same letterhead). 


. Can you explain why MBTA GM Grabauskas, 


after a mere five months on the job, would fire 21- 
year veteran COO Anne Herzenberg, a rare transit 
professional at the MBTA (that means she was not 
a political hack)? 

No. 


Q. The last issue of The Boston Informer covered the 
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25-year Hub Ticket saga in the Theatre District and 
the Boston Redevelopment Authority's (BRA) re- 
cent developer designation. You guys asked "if 
something will be built orif this process will go on 
for more years.'' Now I hear the BRA asked the 
winning developer to add six floors to its plan, 
bringing it in line on height with the losing pro- 
posal. Are you psychic? Who owns Hub Ticket, 
anyway? 

Given the 25-year history of flip-flops by the BRA, no 
psychic powers needed to guess the three-story pro- 
posal wasn't going to cut it. 


. Arecent article by Robert Campbell in The Boston 


Globe extolled the features of the huge, new, $500 
million Millennium Park in Chicago. He compared 
plans for Boston's Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy 
Greenway unfavorably with it, noting that $240 mil- 
lion in private money was raised for Millennium 
Park. Isn't it true that the Greenway has only 8 acres 
of parks, separated into l-acre parcels by active 
roadways, and that if all the planned institutions are 
built on the Greenway, the private investment would 
be well over $240 million? 


Yes. However, they both have underground parking 


lots! 
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Susan Lewis, Library Director 


Boston Architectural Center 


320 Newbury St. 


Boston MA 02115-2703 


